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this amendment t hat was just added, that's supposed to benefit
the c om mun . . . t h e ru r a l comm un i t i e s , wi l l t ha t ame n d m ent r e a l l y
achieve that purpose? Are we going to see businesses springing
up in rural Nebraska? Who has $1 million that he or she wants
t o i n v e s t i n a d y i ng p a r t o f t h e st a t e ? Wh a t k i n d o f bu s i ne ss
i s i t ? I don ' t even t hi n k a f une r a l h o me would b e s u c c ess f u l
under t h i s pr o g r am, a l t h o ugh i f i t wa s t he on l y one i n t he
c ounty , i t mi g h t , a n d I ' m n o t t r y i n g t o be f a ce t i ou s . Bu t I
d on' t kn o w o f a n y f un e r a l h om e , I d o n ' t kn o w o f a ny t ha t h i r e s
10 peop l e . Th e r e a r e f u n e r a l h ome s t h a t ar e n o w p a r t s o f a
nat i o n a l ch a i n , so ma y b e e v e n t h a t l i n e o f wo r k i s o u t a s fa r a s
getting money under this proposal. LB 608 has become a s hell.
I ho pe i t d o e sn ' t b ec ome a s he l l g am e. I f yo u a dv a n c e i t .
perhaps, as some people have suggested, additional work will be
done and maybe we can get s ome disclosure, maybe we can do
something about health insurance for employees, and maybe we can
je t t i s o n t h e s h am ca l l e d t h e ru r a l c om ponent. I do n ' t even kn o w
for sure what people have in mind when they say rural. So we
d on' t ev e n n e e d t o f i g u r e t h a t o u t b e ca u s e t h e r e i s a p o p u l a t i o n
standard. If the county has fewer than 20,000 people, or 20,000
and f e w er , t hen i t can qua l i f y und e r t hi s ru r a l com ponent. I
t hink it's a sham Once a gain, it can c reate the set o f
circumstances by its very existence where the rural community
can be told, don't come here looking for anything because you' ve
g ot L B 6 0 8 . Yo u ' v e g o t t o g e t t h e Ch a mbe r o f Co mmerc e t o g o ou t
and hustle up some people. You got to show t hat you' re
attractive as a place for a business to establish itself and be
able t o h i r e 1 0 p eo p l e . I t ' s no t g o i ng t o wo r k , i n my op i n i o n .
I 'm not being a naysayer. I ju st don't believe it's going to
work. None of these things ever work when we talk about helping
the rural communities. Never. A nd if you fou nd on e business
t ha t mak e s t h e s e p l a s t i c b o t t l e s , ca n y o u p u t o n e o f t h o se
businesses in every county with 20,000 or fewer emp loy...people
and make it? No . If you find one of them that works, does that
justify the b ill ? Some p e ople would say yes. I don 't even
t h in k t ha t ' s g o i ng t o h ap p e n . Wha t y o u mi g h t d o i s en t i ce
somebody out there in the water and they' ll drown. They' re not
going to stay in business. At least with Senator Landis saying
that the threshold is $3 million,...
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